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It’s official!  Americans for Immigrant Justice 
launched its national office in Washington, D.C., a 
physical presence that reflects the increasing national 
scope of  AI Justice’s work over the years.  The new 
office will enable AI Justice to increase its efforts in 
policy advocacy at the national level.  We are the 
rare organization that works both on the frontline 
providing direct services to clients while also working 
on policy advocacy nationwide.  The immigrant-
rich population of  South Florida foreshadows what 
the United States will look like in the decades to 
come. Leading the effort at the national office is 
Cory Smith, an attorney and longtime immigrant 
advocate. Mr. Smith protects human rights, 
immigrant rights, civil rights, and civil liberties 

NatioNal office opeN!

Senate Majority Leader Harry reid

“(AI Justice ) has made a tremendous difference in the lives of  
immigrants throughout Florida and the country through (their) victories 
both large and small.  I am confident that, as Americans for Immigrant 
Justice, they will continue to achieve even greater and more meaningful 
victories for decades to come.”

SAVE THE DATE

CELEBRATE DREAMS!

Join  
Americans for Immigrant Justice  

for Cocktails & Appetizers 

Thursday, October 25, 2012
6:00 p.m. - 8:30p.m.

Hear the Personal Stories of  Young 
DREAMers and Remarks by 

Dave Lawrence, 
Founder of  The Children’s Movement of  

Florida and AI Justice Board Member

Hosted by

 

1111 Brickell Ave, 30th Floor • Miami, FL  33131 

RSVP: sjoost@aijustice.org 

Americans for Immigrant Justice 

March 7, 2013

Dorothea Green & Kimberly Green, Ph.D.

Nancy Allen

 Hotel InterContinental Miami

17th Annual Dinner

Dinner Host Committee Co-Chairs

Auction Committee Chair

Cory Smith, Esq.

through work with both the federal legislative and executive branches.  His most 
recent work includes an initiative with a private foundation to end mass atrocities and 
modern day slavery by investing in non-governmental organizations in the U.S. and 
abroad.  

“AI Justice is a deeply respected organization, and I am extremely excited to work 
with its dedicated staff.  Our goal is to undertake national advocacy, informed by AI 
Justice clients, which will produce significant reforms in federal immigration policy,” 
said Mr. Smith.
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letter from the executive 

Dear AI Justice Friends and 
Supporters,

We begin the fall excited about the 
new Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals program for DREAMers – 
young adults who arrived in the U.S. as 

children who now have an opportunity 
to live and work here legally, even if  
temporarily, while the larger immigration 
reform debate continues.

AI Justice worked very hard to get to 
this day.  We helped lead the nationwide 
campaign urging the Administration to 
grant deferred action to DREAMers, 
and many of  the eligible young 
immigrants are our clients.  Now we 
face both an enormous opportunity 
and a daunting challenge.  We know 
the difficulties involved in ensuring that 
countless DREAMers have access to 
pro bono or low cost legal representation.  
Mistakes or misunderstandings could 
lead to denial of  deferred action 
and losing the $465 fee or worse—
deportation.  Unscrupulous “notarios” 
already are preying on them.

Our work is cut out for us.  There are 
approximately 47,000 young adults in 

Miami-Dade County alone who could 
potentially qualify for relief.  While we do 
not have a budget for this “emergency,”  
we cannot say “no” to these eager young 
immigrants nor to this extraordinary 
opportunity to show how commonsense 
and humanity can play out on this issue.

If  the program is viewed as a success by 
the American people, it is more likely 
that Congress will pass smart and just 
national immigration policies. Given this 
opportunity, the opening of  our national 
office is even more exciting and essential.  
AI Justice is now in a prime position to 
ensure that our country’s basic values 
of  justice and dignity remain front and 
center.

Thank you for your continued support. 
We could not do it without you.

Cheryl Little

President Obama’s announcement that 
the federal government would begin 
taking applications for deferred action 
from young adults who were brought 
here as children created a buzz of  
excitement and hope for the estimated 
1.7 million young adults nationwide 
who may qualify for the temporary 
respite provided by the program.  
AI Justice was an advocate for this 
relief. America’s Voice, a nationally-
recognized Washington, D.C. based 
non-profit immigration organization, 
noted in its May 31, 2012 news 
release, “Cheryl Little, Executive 
Director of  Americans for Immigrant 
Justice (formerly Florida Immigrant 
Advocacy Center), was one of  the 
first to point out that the Sen. Marco 
Rubio idea is strikingly similar to the 
forms of  administrative relief  that 
President Obama has at his disposal 
today.  She wrote in The Miami 
Herald:  ‘The type of  limited status 
[Rubio] envisions doesn’t have to be 

passed by Congress and signed into law 
by the president.  The U.S. Department 
of  Homeland Security (DHS) already has 
the discretionary power to grant potential 
DREAMers temporary legal status that 
can be renewed and allows them to work 
and drive legally.’”

While not a path to permanent legal 
status, those qualifying will gain an 
opportunity to remain in the country 
legally for two years, with a possible 
renewal.  In addition, depending 

on the rules adopted in their 
states, they may be able to obtain 
drivers’ licenses.  Unfortunately, the 
Administration has announced that 
these young people will not qualify 
for health insurance under the new 
health insurance program.  Still, 
these young and hopeful applicants 
are breathing a sigh of  relief  that 
they can work, study, and live without 
threat of  imminent deportation from 
the country that has been their home 
since childhood.

Dreamers have hope But Not certaiNty
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On Wednesday, August 15, the day 
applications could be filed for deferred 
action, AI Justice coordinated a press 
conference at Miami Dade College with 
partners Students Working for Equal 
Rights (S.W.E.R.), PICO United Florida, 
FIU Legal Clinic, and Florida Immigrant 
Coalition. Speakers included  Dr. Eduardo 
Padron, President of  Miami Dade College 
and AI Justice Honorary Board Member, 
who has supported the DREAM and the 
Trail of  Dreams walkers; former Mayor 
Manny Diaz; and AI Justice Executive 
Director Cheryl Little.  “It is a marathon, 
not a sprint,” Ms. Little said, as she 
reminded the students that they needed to 
be careful in completing the applications 
and submitting all requested documents 
or their applications could be denied.

The Honorable Debbie Wasserman 
Schultz (D-FL) held a press conference 
at AI Justice’s office on August 22nd. 
Congresswoman Wasserman Schultz 
encouraged young DREAMers who 
qualify for the program to use caution 
when seeking help with the application 
process, warning against the dangers of  
unscrupulous “notarios” who might take 
advantage of  applicants and increase  
their prospects of  being deported.

press coNfereNces lauNch DeferreD actioN for Dreamers

Dr. Eduardo Padron, President of Miami Dade College and AI Justice Honorary Board Member 

DREAMer and AI Justice client, Felipe Matos, shows 
the audience his application for deferred action.

DREAMers listen intently at the conference at Miami Dade College.

DREAMer Ricardo Wagner, Cheryl Little, Hon. Debbie Wasserman Schultz & DREAMer Monica Lazaro

Cheryl Little addresses the crowd at the news 
conference at Miami Dade College.
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Norma and Allan Wilson.

“Upholding the Values of  an Immigrant 
Nation” was the theme of  this year’s 
Annual Awards Dinner which drew 
about five hundred guests on March 
15th to the downtown Intercontinental 
Hotel Miami.

Dinner Committee Co-Chairs were 
Doriliz & Harold Arteaga, Esq. 
and Alexandra Codina & Andrew 
Frey.  Helen Aguirre Ferre, award-
winning journalist, was the Mistress of  
Ceremonies.

Highlights of  the evening included 
moving stories from clients and keynote 
speaker, Jose Vargas, a Pulitzer Prize-
winning journalist and author of  “My 

Life as an Undocumented Immigrant.” 
Guests also enjoyed a performance by  
vocalist Fader Lima who sang both in 
English and Creole. 

Kimberly Green, Ph.D., a two-time 
Grammy award nominee, accomplished 
philanthropist, writer and documentary 
filmmaker, received the Immigrant 
Voices Award.  Aldo Bello, award-
winning documentary film director, 
television producer and co-owner of  
Mind & Media Inc., was the recipient of  
this year’s Humanitarian Award.

Many thanks to AI Justice’s generous 
sponsors, funders, directors and 
dedicated staff  who helped make the 
night an overwhelming success.

Dave and Roberta Lawrence, Ambassador Steven Green, Honoree Kimberly Green 
and Dorothea Green.

Former Mayor Manny Diaz, Matt Haggman

Deborah Lee, DREAMer Juan Gomez, Cheryl Little, AI Justice Board Chair Holly Skolnick

2012 aNNual DiNNer “upholDiNG the values of aN immiGraNt NatioN”

NaNcy coBB aND JoNathaN Demme host ai Justice eveNt iN Nyc
Academy Award - winning film 
director  Jonathan Demme and 
Nancy Cobb graciously hosted a 
reception in honor of  Americans for 
Immigrant Justice at Ms. Cobb’s Park 
Avenue home in New York City. 

A strong advocate of  human rights 
and AI Justice Honorary Board 
Member, Mr. Demme said, “AI Justice 
is in the forefront of  challenging 

unjust immigration policies, but even 
more important, it is in the business 
of  saving lives - many of  them 
childrens’ lives.” 

Jonathan Demme
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AI Justice’s Litigation team continues 
its efforts to expose and challenge 
government policies and practices 
that affect our vulnerable immigrant 
population with the goal of  protecting 
immigrants’ human and civil rights.

AI Justice currently serves as co-
counsel in a federal suit brought 
on behalf  of  a former immigrant 
detainee who nearly died from 
medical neglect while languishing in 
immigration detention for more than 
five years. The lawsuit seeks relief  for 
the harm the individual suffered while 
in detention. It also sheds light on the 
human rights violations that occur 
within the immigration detention 
system.  AI Justice also continues to 
litigate a Freedom of  Information Act 
lawsuit that seeks documents relating 
to the government’s late-2010 decision 
to resume the deportations of  Haitian 

immigrants in the wake of  the country’s 
devastating earthquake.

This year AI Justice has both co-
authored and joined in a number of  
amicus curiae (“friend of  the court”) 
briefs before the Florida Supreme Court, 

takiNG it to the courtroom

In March, several Miami-based 
young professionals from various 
industries such as law, marketing, 
healthcare management, and film 
production, came together to say “we 
need to support the mission of  AI 
Justice” at a reception held at Cristina 
Dominguez’ home.  A conversation 
with Pulitzer-prize winning journalist 
Jose Antonio Vargas was an inspiring 
start to the reception.  With this 
shared calling to work on behalf  of  
immigrant rights, the individuals 
launched the formation of  the 
Young Professionals of  AI Justice 
(YP AIJ). Its purpose is to promote 
the efforts of  AI Justice through 
public awareness building and 
fundraising - pulling together each of  
the members’ talents and networks 
to bring about the change that they 
know is necessary. “Immigrant rights 
is an important issue - an issue young 
professionals need to rally around; 

the Ninth Circuit Court of  Appeals, 
and the United States Supreme Court.  
One case—designated as “high profile” 
by the Florida Supreme Court—is a 
matter of  first impression in Florida 
and addresses the Florida Board of  Bar 
Examiners’ petition for an advisory 
opinion as to “whether undocumented 
immigrants are eligible for admission 
to the Florida Bar.”  AI Justice filed a 
brief  in support of  the bar applicant’s 
admission, and the Court recently heard 
argument.

AI Justice continues to monitor closely 
other areas ripe for challenge, including 
racial profiling and other rights abuses 
that stem from programs like Secure 
Communities, ongoing collaborative 
efforts between DHS and local law 
enforcement, and the enforcement 
activities of  Customs and Border Patrol 
in our communities.

ai Justice youNG professioNals receptioN

we have a tremendous wealth of  
expertise and networks of  friends 
and colleagues that want and need to 
be part of  this effort,” said founding 
member, Cristina Dominguez, at 
the YP AIJ’s first steering committee 
meeting.

The steering committee spent the 
summer planning and setting goals 
for the official launch of  the YP AIJ 
this fall, focusing on marketing, social 
event planning, public education and 
recruitment of  members. During the 
last steering committee meeting at 
the height of  the deferred action for 
DREAMers announcement, a member 
stated “WE ARE ALL DREAMers 
-  we can relate to these individuals 
and we all have been where they are 
as we looked at our futures.” If  you 
are interested in joining or would 
like  more information, please contact 
Shawn Joost, 786-454-8550 or sjoost@
aijustice.org.

Jose Antonio Vargas

Cristina Dominguez & Mike Grunwald
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Immigrant neighborhoods in Florida 
continue to be the target of  massive 
sweeps by both local and federal law 
enforcement.  

Though ostensibly designed to target 
“the worst of  the worst” criminal 
offenders, Secure Communities 
sweeps up immigrants who have not 
broken any law and those with minor 
traffic violations and subjects them to 
detention. The program has been widely 
criticized by Members of  Congress, law 
enforcement, and advocates alike.  AI 
Justice is currently working to address 
serious flaws in local implementation 
of  Secure Communities and possible 
violations of  the civil rights of  
immigrants and residents.

AI Justice is collaborating with the 
Research Institutue on Social & 
Economic Policy (RISEP) at the Center 
for Labor Research & Studies at Florida 
International University. AI Justice and 
FIU are co-authoring a report based on 
the information obtained as a result of  our 
Freedom of  Information Act requests.

JOANNA is a young woman from Honduras who we 
encountered during a Know Your Rights presentation at 
one of  the children’s shelters that we serve.  Joanna grew 
up in Honduras with her father and step-mother and 
suffered terrible physical and sexual abuse throughout her 
childhood.  After becoming pregnant as a result of  rape 
while still a teenager, Joanna fled to the United States.  She 
was detained by immigration authorities and gave birth to 
a child while in immigration custody. 

Joanna was subsequently released to her mother who 
resides in the United States, but was soon sent back 
to Honduras to the dangerous environment she had 
previously tried to escape.  Joanna had left her baby with 
her mother in the United States and was devastated. She 
found her way back to the United States again and was 
immediately apprehended by immigration authorities and 
placed in a Miami shelter.  

With the assistance of pro bono counsel Marissa Rios,  
Americans for Immigrant Justice was able to obtain the 

necessary documents so that we could apply for Special 
Immigrant Juvenile Status on Joanna’s behalf  just days 
before her 18th birthday.  Joanna was then released from 
detention and has since been reunited with her baby.  Once 
she obtains Special Immigrant Juvenile Status, Joanna will 
also be able to become a lawful permanent resident of  the 
U.S. and no longer have to live in fear.

Data already analyzed demonstrates the 
real and damaging impact of  Secure 
Communities and corroborates what 
attorneys and researchers have observed 
in local detention facilities; data, for 
example, indicates that people with 
more serious criminal histories  are 
less likely to be deported than those 
with minor or no criminal history, and 
the number of  foster care children is 
growing as a result.

SHAMIR ALI was 7 years old when 
his mother, fleeing persecution, 
brought him to the United States. 
Though she applied for asylum, her 
case was ultimately denied. He grew 
up attending school and dreaming 
of  a career as a computer engineer. 
After graduating from high school, he 
attended Palm Beach State College 

but was forced to suspend his dream because he couldn’t 
afford to pay  out-of-state tuition fees.

In October 2011, Shamir was arrested when the FBI raided 

Client Spotlight

feDeral “secure commuNities” proGram Does Not live up to its Name

“Where is the list of  priorities?  Does the 
U.S. government have nothing better to do?” 
than put people in the “nightmare situations 
kids find themselves in.”

-Albert Carvalho, Superintendent, 
Miami-Dade County Public Schools

The findings and recommendations 
compiled in our report will be 
disseminated directly to Miami-Dade 
policymakers, Members of  Congress, 
and law enforcement agencies.  The 
message also will be spread throughout 

the general public in coordination with 
Miami-Dade partners, such as We-Count! 
and Florida Immigrant Coalition. This 
work will provide a model to groups in 
other communities wishing to investigate 
the local impact of  Secure Communities, 
and add to a rising chorus asking for 
rational, humane and ethical reform of  
this unjust program.
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ai Justice receives GraNt awarD 

from the Batchelor fouNDatioN with 

matchiNG GraNt BoNus

The Batchelor Foundation has generously awarded Americans 
for Immigrant Justice $30,000 for its Protecting Our Children 
Initiative, underwriting free legal services for immigrant children 
eligible for legal status who have been abused, abandoned or 
neglected or who are victims of  human trafficking.  This will 
enable them to become self-sufficient and live in safety without 
fear. An additional, equally generous Challenge Match in the 
amount of  $40,000 has also been awarded, allowing donors to 
double their gifts to help deserving children who have nowhere 
else to turn.  A $10,000 gift from the Shepard Broad Foundation 
and a $30,000 gift from the Green Family Foundation have been 
generously given toward the match challenge.  

DoNor spotliGht

Client Spotlight aDvocate testimoNial

Ali Noorani, National Immigration Forum

“The National Immigration Forum applauds the unwavering 
determination of  Americans for Immigrant Justice to protect and 
advance the rights of  immigrants.  The staff  at AI Justice has 
been there time and again for those immigrants most in need of  a 
champion.  We are inspired by their hard-fought legal victories and 
successful policy battles over the past decade.  We look forward 
to their having an even greater voice on issues that impact our 
immigrant communities.”

a Miami car dealership that reportedly owed back taxes. 
Shamir, 25, had no involvement in any crime. Yet the FBI 
turned him over to Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) after he was unable to prove he had legal status, and 
Shamir was detained at the Broward Transitional Center. 
ICE initially denied his release request. Fortunately, his 
sympathetic story inspired media attention. AI Justice took 
his case and submitted a legal brief  asking ICE to reconsider 
its decision.  He was released from detention within 24 hours.

“My time in jail was horrible. I had no idea what would happen to 
me, especially after their initial denial a few days after I was detained. 
Not knowing if  you will be able to stay in the only country you know 
and love was unbearable. AI Justice saved my life. What they did - it’s 
a miracle. I really can’t express how thankful I am.” -Shamir Ali

Shamir was so thankful that he made a $1,000 donation to 
AI Justice.  The organization did not want to accept the check 
because we knew he was working to pay for college and is only 
able to take a few courses at a time due to the high cost of  out-
of-state tuition. But Shamir would not take no for an answer.  

U.S. Department of  Justice

AI Justice was honored to be awarded 
an 11th consecutive year of  funding 
by the U.S. Department of  Justice, 
Office on Violence Against Women.  
Under its Legal Assistance for Victims 
program, AIU Justice operates its 
LUCHA program, in collaboration with 
community partners – Victim Response, 
Inc./The Lodge; The Trauma Resolution 
Center; the Center for Independent 
Living of  South Florida; and Coordinated 
Victims Assistance Center - to assist 
women who are victims of  domestic 
violence obtain the immigration relief  
and other services they so desperately 
need.  AI Justice was particularly proud 
to be awarded $647,525, a greater award 
than in past years, because it reflects the 
high quality of  services being provided by 
the collaborative group.

Staying informed:
like us on Facebook, Twitter, and visit our 

website for more information at

www.aijustice.org
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AI Justice is a national not-for-profit law firm, protects and promotes the basic human rights of  immigrants through a 
unique combination of  direct services, impact litigation, policy reform, and public education at local, state, and national 
levels. Material appearing in this newsletter may be reproduced with credit. For additional information, contact:

Americans for Immigrant Justice
3000 Biscayne Blvd., Suite 400

Miami, Florida 33137
Tel: (305) 573.1106 Fax: (305) 576.6273

Email: info@aijustice.org  
Website: www.aijustice.org

Tax-deductible contributions can be made payable to:
Americans for Immigrant Justice
3000 Biscayne Blvd., Suite 400

Mail Code IF-400
Miami, Florida 33137

or securely online at:  www.aijustice.org

Headquarters: 3000 Biscayne Blvd., Suite 400 • Miami, FL 33137 
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